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For your Diary  

 
 
Wednesday 15th February 
Church Service & Dinner 
St Michaelôs Cornhill, 6pm 
Dinner 7.00 for 7.30pm 
Armourersô Hall 
Liverymen, Freemen & Guests 
 
Monday 5th March 
Flocke & Feather 
Butchersô Hall 
Exhibition 12-6pm 
Auction, Supper  
Public and Livery event 
 
Thursday 15th March 
Ladiesô Court Dinner 
Dyersô Hall 
7.00 for 7.30pm 
Court members and partners 
 
Monday 2nd April 
Company Lunch 
Institute of Directors, Pall Mall 
12 noon 
Liverymen, Freemen & Guests 
 
Wednesday 11th April 
Installation Court & Dinner 
Drapersô Hall 
Dinner 7.00 for 7.30pm 
Liverymen, Freemen & Guests 
 
Tuesday 12th June 
Audit Court Meeting 
Aldermenôs Court 
5pm 

For more information see: 

www.upholders.co.uk 

Issue 16ðWinter 2011-12 

 
23rd March -United Guildsô Service 
St Paulôs Cathedral 

All Liverymen welcome 

Lunch, Painter-Stainersô Hall 

 

2nd May, 9th Oct, 19th Nov 2012 

City Briefings,  

Guildhall, 5.30pm 

Information from the Clerk 

 

21st-24th June 

City Open Weekend 

including Butcher, Baker, Candle-

stick-maker, 850 Years of London 

Livery Company Treasures at 

Guildhall Art Gallery 

Open to the public 

 

25th June 

Election of Sheriffs, Guildhall, 

followed by lunch 

All Liverymen welcome 

 

In the period since his Installation in Drapersô Hall in April, the Master, Professor James Kelly, has 

attended many functions on behalf of our Livery, both at other Livery Companies with whom we have a 

long-held association, and in furtherance of newer contacts made or, indeed, revived with other 

Companies. And in addition to the Livery functions, he has taken a full and active role in the life of the 

City of London, being seen frequently at The Guildhall, Mansion House and many other diverse places, 

including The Palace of Westminster!  

 

This follows a very successful weekend to Ironbridge in Shropshire, where our Master and his Lady, 

Maureen, Mistress of the Company, joined Masters and Mistresses of most of the other Livery Companies, 

together with the then Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, Michael and Barbara Bear and the Sheriffs, Fiona 

Woolfe CBE and Richard Sermon MBE and their respective partners, Nicholas and Rosemary.   

 

The Ironbridge weekend was started many years ago by the late Sir Peter Gadsden GBE AC JP, the 652nd 

Lord Mayor of London, and gives a wonderful opportunity for all Masters to meet in relaxed surroundings, 

discuss topics of common interest and build relationships to the mutual benefit of their respective 

companies, thus strengthening the bonds within Livery and with the Civic Team of the City of 

London.  Indeed the Master has developed something of a reputation as a light hearted after Dinner 

speaker; despite this, most Masters are still speaking to him! 

 

A very successful Summer event followed at The Royal College of Physicians in Regentôs Park, where 

well over a hundred Liverymen, Freemen and their guests enjoyed a fun evening in congenial 

surroundings. Perhaps history was made, as due to inclement weather the tour of the Medicinal Garden 

was performed by Dr Henry Oakeley from inside the College veranda! Masters, Mistresses and Clerks of 

some 27 other Livery Companies joined in the celebrations together with Sheriff elect Mrs Wendy Mead 

CC. A good night was had by all! 

 

In July, The Master and Mistress enjoyed a wonderful day out, by invitation of Her  Majesty the Queen, at 

the Buckingham Palace Garden Party, in the company of the Master & Mistress of The Lightmongersô 

Company, Eddie and Jill Taylor, meeting many other Masters and Mistresses as they toured the gardens.  

Inside: 

WorldSkills 2011 page 7 

Livery News, New Website page 9 

Triumph Again! page 10 

Installation of a New Liveryman: Left to right Hon Chaplain Rev John Cowling, Beadle Phillip 

Chancellor, Liveryman Oliver Norris, Master Prof. James Kelly 

É Worshipful Company of Upholders 

http://www.upholders.co.uk
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Upholding Our Livery 

 

The September Court and Dinner was held in Butchersô Hall and The Annual Ladiesô Banquet was held in The Mansion House in October.   

 

Education is close to the Master's heart and in June he was delighted to make presentations to the successful students at the Furniture College in 

London Metropolitan University. At  the end of July, he was again in presentation mode, this time at Liveryman Wendy Shorter's Training Centre 

in Hertfordshire. The standard of work within our trade is very high indeed. The education trend continued with a unique insight for students of the 

work of The Lord Mayor of London. Alderman David Wootton, then Lord Mayor elect and his wife Elizabeth, gave a presentation to students of 

London Met's Business School and answered questions  from the students freely and frankly, the Master facilitating this event. 

 

The Master and the new Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress are no strangers to each other; indeed are rather close friends, as our Master was 

Chairman of the Central Branch of the Institute of Directors, based in Pall Mall, at the same time as The Lord Mayor was Chairman of the City of 

London Branch. As a result the Master and Mistress were invited as personal guests to the Silent Ceremony where the New Lord Mayor is passed 

all the symbols of his office.  

 

The following day, Saturday 12 November 2011, the Master and Mistress were guests of Lord Mayor Wootton, waving him off on his journey to 

the Royal Courts of Justice to swear his oath of allegiance to the Sovereign and afterwards at a wonderful lunch in Mansion House. Later the 

Master and his Mistress were aboard HMS President for the City Livery Club Reception with the New Lord Mayor and then watched the traditional 

firework display launched from a barge on the river. A number of Upholders were present for this reception and perhaps it demonstrates the close 

bond of friendship amongst our Livery that eight of the last ten guests to leave the boat were Upholders!  

 
A few days later the Master was at  the Castle Baynard Ward Club Dinner to se Past Master Michael Gilham installed as their new Chairman 

Within the week, the Master was speaking at the Association of Master Upholsterers and Soft Furnishers Kent Branch Annual Dinner Dance, 

expanding on the ambitions of the Livery to support the Trade, in front of Kent Branch Chairman Franko Franelli and the AMUSF national 

President, Liveryman Wendy Shorter. 

 

Monday 5 December saw the first Upholdersô lunchtime event for some years, held at the Institute of Directors in Pall Mall. The Master was 

delighted to reintroduce these lunches as an experiment, following requests at Common Hall last year. Tentatively, he booked for forty places. In 

the event, thanks to superb help from Serge Pradier, General Manager of the IoD and Roger Evans the Executive Chef, some sixty Liverymen, 

Freemen and guests sat down to a wonderful lunch of Venison, Roast Pheasant and Christmas Pudding. We think the experiment  successful - there 

clearly is demand for this type of event and the next one is on Monday 2nd April 2012.  

 

A busy January Court saw our new Clerk, Mrs Susan Nevard sworn in and 3 new Liverymen clothed. The Common Hall that followed elected 

Jerry Appleyard to become Master in April, Nick Meyer Senior Warden and Derek Thornton Junior Warden. Mrs Jean Cody continues as Clerk 

until April and will continue to represent the Livery as Clerk Emeritus thereafter. During dinner we were delighted to congratulate Phillip 

Chancellor on being awarded the Royal Victorian Medal in the New Year Honours.       Prof. James Kelly, Master 

Summer Event at the Royal College of Physicians 
 

Back on 18 July in the lazy, hazy days of summer 2011 many Upholders were given a crash course in opium and belladonna biology 

at a fascinating reception organised by the Master at the Royal College of Physicians, Regentôs Park. 

 

An impressive number of VIPs joined us; 27 Masters, a Prime Warden, Sheriff-elect Mrs Wendy 

Mead, The President of the City Livery Club, the Chairman of the Society of Young Freemen 

and Ald. David Woottonôs Chief of Staff. 

 

Despite the rain, Orchid specialist Dr Henry 

Oakeley gave a cheery explanation of the Theory 

of Signatures; all plants have the potential to kill, 

as lacking such a method of protection they 

would themselves be eaten. Perhaps for this 

reason only around 12 plants are licensed for 

medicinal use, for example St Johnôs Wort. 

 

Plants vividly described ranged from the rose, known as the Tree of Life for its 

vitamin C properties, pulmonaria for a poultice for the lungs, euphorbia milii for 

warts and aloe vera for burns. 

 

Plant beauty treatments have waxed and waned in popularity over the years; poisonous belladonna (common name deadly night-

shade) was once popularised by Italian ladies to make themselves look doe-eyed. 

Throughout the evening music was provided by students of the Guildhall School of Music & Drama; Miguel Gordini on cornet, Nic 

Breakspear on double bass and Felix Jozsa on guitar. 
                R & S Nevard 

Guildhall School of Music & Drama students 

Dr Henry Oakeley 
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Michael Gilham, Castle Baynard Ward Club Chairman 

 

On Tuesday 22 November Past Master 

Michael Gilham was installed as 

Chairman of Castle Baynard Ward 

Club by the outgoing Chairman Joanna 

Thomas at the  Apothecaries Hall, at 

which the Master and many Upholders 

and their guests were present. 

Michael says he feels honoured to be 

forging closer links between the two 

organisations and hopes the variety of 

events he has planned for his year will 

appeal to club members as well as our 

Liverymen. 

New Sheriffs elected 
The two new Sheriffs of London took office on 28 September at the Guildhall following 

their election in July this year. 

Alderman Alan Yarrow was elected Alderman for the Ward of Bridge and Bridge Without 

in 2007. After starting in the City in 1972 with stockbrokers Grieveson Grant, he became a 

member of the Stock Exchange and a partner. The company was subsequently taken over 

by Kleinwort Benson, where he joined the Group Board in 1995 as Global Head of 

Equities. Following a number of takeovers, he left in 2009 as Chairman of Dresdner 

Kleinwort Ltd. In addition, he also represented the bank at the top policy forums in the City 

as Chairman of LIBA, a member of The Takeover-Panel, Vice Chairman of the FSA 

Practitioner Panel, on the Chancellor of the Exchequerôs High Level Advisory Group, and 

the Board of the BBA. He is also a Governor of the City of London Freemanôs School and 

an Almoner of Christôs Hospital School. 

Wendy Mead CC, who ran a successful catering business, began her service to the City of 

London twenty years ago when she commenced her Chairmanship of The Save Bartôs Campaign, which successfully 

halted a Government plan to close a 900-year-old City institution. As a result, she was made an Honorary Alumna of Bartôs Medical School. 

In 1997 she was elected to the Common Council for the Ward of Farringdon Without. She is also Chairman of both Housing the Homeless and St 

Bartholomew the Great Heritage Trust; Vice-Chairman of Bartôs League of Friends; and a member of the City & Guilds of London Institute and 

Trustee of the City Arts Trust. She has served nine years on the City of Londonôs Policy & Resources Committee and is the immediate Past 

Chairman of Epping Forest and  Commons Committee. She also serves on the Trust Boards of the Barbican Centre, Guildhall School of Music and 

Drama and City Bridge Trust. 

While the office of Sheriff dates back to the 7th century and is of long-standing importance in the government of the City of London, its holders 

also take an increasing role supporting the Lord Mayor and the City of London in promoting and sustaining the Square Mile and the wider UK-

based financial and related business sector. The Sheriff sô duties include carrying out official and ceremonial duties, attending the sessions at the 

Central Criminal Court in the Old Bailey and presenting petitions from the City to Parliament at the Bar of the House of Commons.  

Upholding the City 

Celebrate the City Open Weekend 21-24 June 2012 

 

This 4-day celebration of the City of Londonôs culture 

and heritage will include the ñButcher, Baker, Candle-

stick-maker, 850 Years of London Livery Company 

Treasuresò exhibition at the Guildhall Art Gallery, the 

largest exhibition of its kind since the 1960s. It will 

illustrate the great contribution the Livery companies 

have made over the centuries through their crafts and 

associated activities. 

 

During the weekend it is hoped that it may be possible to 

visit some of the Livery Halls in the City. 

 

The Lord Mayor Elect took office during 

the Silent Ceremony, held in Great Hall, 

Guildhall on Friday 11 November at 

3pm, the day preceding the Lord Mayorôs 

Show. Alderrman Wootton, who 

previously served as Sheriff 2009-2010, 

was educated at Bradford Grammar 

School, and at Jesus College, Cambridge, 

reading Classics and Law. He became a 

partner at Allen & Overy in 1979, 

specialising in corporate transactions and 

best-practice compliance with law and 

regulation in corporate governance. He 

was elected as Alderman for the Ward of 

Langbourn in 2005 and has been 

President of the City of London Law 

Society, Chairman of the City of London 

Branch of the Institute of Directors and 

an Honorary Bencher of Grays Inn. 

Speaking after his election, Lord 

Mayor Wootton said: ñThe theme for 

my year in office is ensuring that the 

City and its institutions are Fit for the 

Future. The Square Mile is part of the UK 

domestic community and we need to show that 

it is. It is easy to regard the City as solely about 

financial services and only looking outside the 

UK but this is far from the case.  In addition to 

creating huge economic value both domestically 

and across Europe, it makes a major 

contribution to a wide range of activities from 

education, opportunities, training and skills to 

charity work.ò 

 

Wootton, who was raised in Yorkshire, added: 

ñI know that the City does care about 

manufacturing and other industries across the 

rest of the country.  We need to communicate 

this better and ójoin the dotsô between domestic 

and international issues, and between the City of 

London and the wider UK economy.ò  

Alderman David Wootton has been elected as the 684th Lord Mayor of the City of London 
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News from the Archivistôs Chair 

Hon. Archivist Judy Tayler-Smith 
 

 During the past year, I have been busy dealing with 

enquiries and am always impressed by how John Houston 

managed to do this and undertake the research he did, and still 

does. Some enquiries come via the Clerk, others have been from 

the Master, Past Masters, the Court and some were repeat 

enquires from the same researchers. 

Archival Submissions 

 With the sad passing of Father of the Company, Alan 

Fowler, on 3 October 2010, the Clerk passed to me a few papers 

belonging to him. These included his Freedom of the City 

certificate from 8 May 1964, which has been deposited in our 

archives at Guildhall with a short biography. 

In terms of other archival submissions, I have made a deposit of 

programmes, tickets, livery lists and copies of Upbraid from the 

past year.  In addition, I have deposited the large 1901 mounted 

photograph of the Court Dinner, which you may recall was the 

subject of my article in a recent issue of Upbraid. 

Archive Digitisation 
 London Metropolitan Archives and Ancestry.co.uk 

launched the City of London Freedom records on the 

Ancestry.co.uk website on Tuesday 29 November. This resource 

includes 500,000 City of London Freedoms dating from 1681 to 

1925. Guildhall Library is now progressing to Livery Company 

archives and all Livery Companies with material deposited in 

Guildhall have been contacted. All archives will remain at 

Guildhall (or LMA) whilst they are being digitised and there are 

two of our items in particular that they wish to include, namely 

Freedom Registers 1698-1920 (MSS 7142/1-2) and apprentice 

binding books 1704-72 (MS 7142/1). 

New Books 

 There are two new books that are now part of the book 

inventory in my possession: 

 

Bunny Cole: An Oxford 

Man (A Biography of 

Raymond Buxton Cole 

DSO TD DL MA) by 

Richard Cole, published 

by The Memoir Club, 

2010. This is an account of 

the amazing life of 

Raymond Buxton Cole 

(Master of the Upholders 

Company in 1972/3), 

written by his son Richard 

Cole (Master of the 

Upholders Company in 

1993/4); and Londonôs 

Livery Companies by 

David Palfreyman, 

published by Oracle 

Publishing Company, 

2010. This book is about 

the history, law and customs of Londonôs Livery Companies. 

Whilst it does not contain much on the Upholders Company 

itself, it does provide a history of the livery companies from 

medieval to modern times. 

 During the past year, I have been helping Tess West with 

research for her book ñThe Curious Mr. Howard: Legendary 

Prison Reformerò (published by Waterside Press). Both John 

Howardôs grandfather and father were members of the 

Worshipful Company of Upholders, the latter being Master in 

1734/5. The name John Howard (1726-1790) is synonymous 

with prison reform.  s a self-appointed inspector of prisons, and 

in that role the first to carry out such a task, Howard would visit 

penal establishments across the UK and beyond. Once inside, he 

would observe, listen and make copious records of events that 

took place behind prison walls. Tess came to our function at the 

Old Bailey as the Masterôs personal guest. 

Upholding Our Traditions 

 

The Masterôs Badge 
 Few Liverymen have the opportunity to study our Masterôs Badge at close 

quarters. The current badge is set on a silver cushion modelled in three dimensions and 

displayed diagonally and surrounded with gold braid is depicted in precious metals and 

enamels the full achievement of arms of the Company. On its reverse the badge bears 

the inscription óThe MASTERôS BADGE To Commemorate The Millennium. Presented 

by C F Hayman, Master 1989-90, A V Kinsey, Master 1991-92 B E Chapman, Master 

Elect 20 January 2000.ô 

 The Masterôs Chain of office is a chain of two strands in silver-gilt with 24 spac-

ers. The oval clasp is inscribed óPresented by A.W. Schuster MBE, Master 1958ô. When 

not wearing his full regalia the Master wears his badge using a ribbon as illustrated.  

 

Earlier Badges 
 The Senior Wardenôs Badge is the original Masterôs Badge dating from 1876 and 

bears the enamelled coat of arms of the donor, Edward Hunter, Master 1876. This was 

replaced in 1963 when supporters and a motto were added to the Companyôs grant of 

arms. A new badge for the Master comprising the full achievement was presented by P 

Tyson Woodstock TD, Master 1963. This badge became by The Warden to the Tradeôs 

badge when the Millennium Masterôs Badge was presented. 

 
Information in this article was compiled for Richard Goddardôs book ñMastersô Badges 
of the Livery Companiesò published in December 2011. 
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Upholding the Craft of the Upholsterer 

Warden to the Trade Report by Stephen Chapman 

 

LONDON METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY 

WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF UPHOLDERS AWARDS JUNE 2011 

 

I am pleased to  report that this event was again well supported by members of the Livery. The 

Master presented awards for Modern and Traditional Upholstery at Intermediate and Advanced 

Level and Soft Furnishing Part 1 and Part 2 (advanced) 

 

I am again pleased to advise the Court that the standard of craftsmanship in both disciplines 

was, as in recent years, of a commendable level and our thanks must go to Liveryman Malcolm 

Hopkins (upholstery) and Jacqui Wasef (soft furnishing) and their support staff for their 

continuing dedication to maintain these levels.  It can only be good for the future of our small 

section of the industry. 

 

Derek Austin Award 

Once again this year the Master presented awards for Cabinet Making and Restoration. The 

winning pieces of furniture were of an extremely high standard and our thanks must go to Past 

Master Derek Austin for the continuance of these awards.  
Upholstery by Eva Strandh-Malmberg 

CƭƻŎƪŜ ϧ CŜŀǘƘŜǊ 
An exhibition by the Worshipful Company of Upholders 

and other Livery Companies of the Wood Group 

 

Monday 5th March 2012 
Butchersô Hall, 87, Bartholomew Close, London EC1A 7EB 

 

To mark 650 years supporting the craft of the Upholder and in conjunction with the Association of Master 

Upholsterers and Soft Furnishers and the Guild of Traditional Upholsterers, the Worshipful Company of 

Upholders is delighted to present ñFlocke & Featherò for a second year.  
 

Exhibition open to the public 12 noon-6pm 

Raffle/ Silent bidding/ purchase of exhibits until 6pm 

Reception, Auction by Liveryman Paul Barthaud and Supper 

The Auction will support the educational charities of the 

Upholders and other exhibiting Liveries 

Entry forms for exhibitors from: 

Warden to the Trade 

Stephen Chapman, 

stevechapman@albertechapman.co.uk 

 

Information for visitors from: 

Clerk 

Mrs Susan Nevard, 

susan.nevard@hotmail.co.uk 
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Malcolm Hopkins, Senior Lecturer in Upholstery 

at London Metropolitan University, writes: 
 

It was with great pleasure that I once again presented the 2011 

Furniture and Design Awards at the London Metropolitan 

University where the Upholdersô Awards was the main event. 

These awards have grown in stature and this year they were 

joined by six additional awards sponsored by various 

organisations and individuals, which has enhanced the whole 

reputation of the Furniture & Design Awards ceremony started 

by the Company. Among the guests we were pleased to welcome 

Past Master Peter Head WoCo. Furniture Makers and the Deputy 

Vice Chancellor Professor Peter McCaffery who opened and 

closed the evening. 

My closing theme for this year was ñteam workò which involved 

all partiesðthe staff, the students and of course the sponsors; 

 

ñIt is often said, success comes from team work. The awards this 

evening demonstrate just 

how true that is. 

 

Here tonight we have three 

teams, groups if you prefer, 

the first being the staff, both 

tutors and technicians. In the 

upholstery section I have two 

colleagues, Alex Law & 

Matthew Gates, both 

dedicated craftsman. But this 

small team extends far 

beyond one section within 

the Furniture craft area 

where there are several 

specialised areas: 

Jacqui Wasef & Maggi 

Loughran in Soft Furnishing, 

Andy Hills in Finishing and 

Cathy Stack and Cliff Deighton in Furniture making and 

restoration. Not forgetting the guys in the wood mill, Ron Hobbs, 

Peter Hufton and Stewart Yates. 

 

This extended team of friends is in my opinion a group of 

specialists, unique in the way they are able to work together and 

to whom I am proud to belong. 

It is their support and dedication that have helped achieve the 

student successes we have seen here tonight and around the 

summer show this year. 

 

Group 2 are the students; they enter the university sometimes not 

truly knowing what they have let themselves in for, but year on 

year each new and returning student continues to demonstrate 

enthusiasm, dedication and determination as an individual. As 

the courses progress the students work together by interacting on 

projects, discussing such things as types of finishes, freely asking 

each other opinions or seeking a fresh perspective.  How many 

times those opinions have been accepted may be another thing 

entirely! But history has shown they have joined together both in 

business and promoting their skills as a team, and have gone on 

to achieve success and recognition. 

 

I would therefore like all the recipients of tonightôs awards to 

know that you are representing all the students in what you have 

accomplished in the past year. And although many of the staff 

have turned a lot greyer since you started we are proud of what 

you have achieved.  

 

Last but not least is a group of individual organisations who have 

come together for this annual event for many years, recognising 

our students for their outstanding achievements and in turn 

encouraging those students who will be returning next year to 

continue their studies and qualify to be entered for next yearôs 

awards.  

 

Also I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all the judges 

and other parties involved in helping to make these awards what 

they are. 

 

So on behalf of all the staff, but especially all the students,  

I would like to express our sincere thanks for the awards that you 

have presented this evening and for your continuing support and 

long may it continue. Thank you.ò 

London Metropolitan University, Sir John Cass Department of Media & Design 

Worshipful Company of Upholders Awards June 2011 

Chair by Polly Bell, winner of the 

Intermediate Upholstery award 

Advanced Upholstery    1st Eva Strandh-Malmberg 

      2nd Esther Denny 

          Highly Commended Natalie Lincoln 

 

Intermediate Upholstery    1st Polly Bell 

      2nd Lisa Edwards 

          Highly Commended Deline Lambert-Baker 

 

Soft Furnishing Part 2 (Advanced) 1st Ciara McGarrity 

      1st Carol Mandeville 

      2nd Elizabeth Mansbridge 

 

The Derek Austin awards  

 

Foundation Degree in Furniture Making 

      1st Josh C Hall 

      2nd Paul Butcher 

           Highly Commended Jamie Donaldson 

 

Foundation Degree in Conservation and Restoration  Laura Haines  
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Upholding the Craft of the Upholsterer 

Romney Marsh Skills Festival 

6-7th May 

 
 This year we were invited to partic-

ipate in two initiatives to increase aware-

ness of career opportunities in our craft. 

Being almost on his doorstep Roy Theo-

bald offered to demonstrate for us and the 

Master and PM Richard Nevard were also 

there to represent the Livery. 

Romney Marsh Skills Festival introduced 

over 400 students to the opportunities 

of careers in crafts represented by 

22 Liveries.  

 The Festival was supported by the 

Marsh Academy, Kent County Council 

and the Livery Companies Skills Council 

(LCSC) of the City of London. Festival 

Patrons include: The Lord Lieutenant of 

Kent, the Lord Warden of the Cinque 

Ports, the Lord Mayor of London and the 

Chairman of Kent County Council.   

 This innovative Festival brought 

together young people, experts from the 

local business community and the London 

Livery companies.  Its aim was to raise 

aspirations and awareness among young 

people and their parents of the wide range 

of careers and opportunities open to them. 

It provided a unique chance for students 

from Shepway, Dover and Ashford to dis-

cover the wealth of career prospects on 

their doorstep.  

 The Studentsô comments included: 

ñwe have learnt more in 20 minutes than in 

a year of career lessonsò and ñI never 

knew these jobs existedò. 

 Such was the success of this event 

and our participation that even before it 

had ended the Chairman of KCC had 

asked for the Livery to arrange a similar 

event in the North of the County and the 

LCSC Chairman asked us to participate in 

WorldSkills 2011. 

 

WorldSkills 2011 

 
Following on from our very successful 

involvement in the Romney Marsh Skills 

Festival the Upholders were invited to join 

the LCSC delegation to WorldSkills 2011. 

Often described as the skills Olympiad, 

teams from 51 countries or regions com-

pete in hundreds of categories from Win-

dow Dressing to Website design and Roof-

ing to Reaming. The event attracted 

around 200,000 visitors to ExCel in Dock-

lands. Visitors to the event included the 

Princess Royal and the Prime Minister.  

 The Upholders were given a prime 

position at the intersection of two of the 

main aisles and our stand was kept busy 

though out the 4 days. Special thanks go to 

Roy Theobald and Alec for demonstrating, 

Michael Gilham for helping set up the 

stand and to Malcolm Hopkins for assist-

ing for 2 days. As well as a free fish sup-

per, thanks to the Fishmongers demonstrat-

ing next to us, the event helped strengthen 

our contacts with the Royal Household 

Workshops.  

 

Wendy Shorter Awards  

 
Congratulations to Liveryman Wendy 

Shorter, who at the annual Proskills 

Awards ceremony at Alton Towers at the 

beginning of November was awarded Out-

standing Training Provider of the Year 

2011.  Proskills are the sector skills coun-

cil for the Furniture Industry and each year 

host a lavish evening of entertainment and 

celebration. Congratulations to Wendyôs 

student Louise Boyland who attended the 

ceremony having been shortlisted to the 

final three for Learner of the Year. 

 

In July the Master James Kelly presented 

prizes to Wendy Shorter Interiors students: 

Traditional Upholstery Level 3  

Heather Darling  

Traditional Upholstery Level 2  

Clair Linch and Rachael Stevenson  

Both sponsored by Kobe Fabrics 
Modern Upholstery ï Nikki Ray 

 Sponsored by Bute Fabrics  

     Upholstery by Rachael Stevenson 

The Liveries' Wood Group -  Katsura Grove 

 
A new grove of 50 Japanese Katsura trees has been planted close to the visitor centre at the National Arboretum Trust, Castle 

Howard and have been named after the Liveries' Wood Group, 

who did so much work in raising money for the Trust through 

the Branching Out exhibition last year.  

 The Katsura or Cercidiphyllum japonicum is a graceful 

small tree, whose leaves emerge in spring with a delicate pink-

ish hue.  However, it comes into its own during the autumn 

months, when the leaves turn a rich butter yellow and the 

tree emits a strong scent of toffee or burnt sugar, pervading 

the whole area around.  

The trees were grown by RBG Kew and were wild collected 

on a trip to China.  We are hoping that they will form an 

attractive addition to the Arboretum.  

 

 Past Master Michael Gilham has been appointed 

the new chairman of the Liveriesô Wood Group. 

http://www.kewatch.co.uk/www.upholders.co.uk/liveries_wood_group
http://www.upholders.co.uk/liveries_wood_group/index_files/Page324.htm

