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For your Diary 
 
9th September 
Court  & Dinner  
Mercersô Hall 
Liverymen, Freemen and 
Guests 
 
14th October 
Ladiesô Night 
Mansion House  
Liverymen, Freemen & 
Guests 
 
17th November 
Flock and Feather 
Skinnersô Hall 
 
13th January 2011 
Court & Dinner  
Vintnersô Hall  
Liverymen & Guests 
 
17th February 2011 
Church Service and    
Dinner. St Michael, Corn-
hill & Armourersô Hall 
Liveryman, Freemen  & 
Guests 
 
23rd March 2011 
Court  Ladies Dinner 
Ironmongersô Hall 
Court & Guests only 
 
United Guilds Service 
1st April 2011 

For more information see: 

www.upholders.co.uk 

Issue 14 - Summer 2010 

 Julian Squire was installed as the Master for the 

Companyôs 650th anniversary year on April 14th. 

The ancient ceremony took place in the Court 

room at Drapersô Hall. This was followed by din-

ner in the splendour of the Livery Hall after 

which, with his Lady Susan by his side, he spoke 

eloquently of the challenges he has set for his 

year. 

 

He started off by quoting from Canterbury Tales, 

written a mere 20 years after our Liveryôs forma-

tion before going on to say; ñTo survive and flour-

ish over 650 years requires a combination of evo-

lution, continuity and vision. Our motto ñSustine 

Bonaò conveys the need to not only óUphold the 

Goodô but also the more subtle obligation to 

ñKeep whatôs best.ò Equally, keeping whatôs best 

also means letting go what is less good and em-

bracing change ï something we have done con-

stantly throughout our history.   But for many  

 

Liverymen, the so called Mystery of the Livery 

has been exactly that ï a Mystery. So what exactly 

are our plans and how do we intend to deliver 

them? Well, a new year heralds fresh growth and 

for the first time the Court of our Company has 

approved a written Strategic Plan, setting out ex-

actly what the Companyôs aims are, how it plans 

to deliver them and by when.ò The strategic plan 

can be found in full on the website 

www.upholders.co.uk. 

 

Julian brings fresh impetus to the companyôs ob-

jective of supporting our trade, including  the 

ñFlock & Featherò event to be held in November.  

In August he will be supporting the Peter Jackson 

charity by walking part of the ñCamino de Santi-

agoò accompanied by a donkey. During his year 

the website will be overhauled and he is also keep-

ing a weekly diary or ñBlogò on the website.  

The two candidates for the 

ancient office of Sheriff of 

the City of London were 

duly elected on 24 June at 

Guildhall. They are Rich-

ard Sermon and Alderman 

Fiona Woolf. 

City Sheriffs Elected 

http://www.upholders.co.uk
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Upholding the Craft of the Upholsterer 

Liveryman Wendy Shorter was honoured and absolutely delighted to be named óInspirational Woman 

of the Year 2010ô in the first ever Women In Furnishing Awards that were an-

nounced on Thursday June 3, at a luncheon held at Furniture Makersô Hall in the 

City of London.    

 The judges felt Wendy had not only established her own successful training 

school but had been instrumental in changing the face of training and qualification 

standards in the upholstery and soft furnishings sector. After a successful career in 

the film industry Wendy re-trained as an upholsterer/soft furnisher and became Stu-

dent of The Year at London Metropolitan University. Following this she established 

her own interiors business, became involved in training 

and following redundancy took the gamble of her life in 

establishing her own private training school. This has 

flourished and Wendy has gone on to represent the fur-

nishings sector on a number of national bodies and or-

ganisations as well as becoming Director of Training for 

the Association of Master Upholsterers and Soft Fur-

nishers. Wendy has been instrumental in developing and 

promoting nationally recognised qualifications for upholsterers and soft furnishers. Passionate about her 

industry she has also just had her first book ï Soft Furnishings: The Complete Guide to Professional 

Results ï published by New Holland Publishers (UK) Ltd.ò price Ã14.99. 

London Metropolitan University,  

Sir John Cass Department of Media & Design 

Worshipful Company of Upholders Awards 

 
This year the annual prize giving celebrated 20 years of Livery 

awards and took place on 17th June. After examining the entries 

one of the judges said ñthe work produced is of the highest stan-

dard and it was very difficult choosing the winning students as 

they were all very close.ò The Master presented the following 

certificates and prizes for Upholstery and Soft Furnishing: 

 
Advanced Upholstery Skills     1st    Iain Pitchford  

        2nd   Sarah Whyberd 

     Highly Commended Jolyon Atkison 

 

Intermediate Upholstery Skills   1st     Jenny Andeson 

         2nd     Clare Upward 

     Highly Commended Deborah Richards 

 

Soft Furnishing Skills part I       1st    Rachel Wheeler 

         2nd  Rosemary Williams 

     Highly Commended Regina Martins 

 

The Derek Austin Awards were also presented by the Master, 

funded though the generosity of Past Master Derek Austin. 

Foundation Degree in Furniture Making  

           Winner Andrea Naef. 

Derek Austin Award in Conservation & Restoration  

           Winner Michelle Cleary.   

L-r Paul van der Heyde of sponsors Kinnarps, 

Wendy Shorter and guest speaker Alison Cork 

 

I was born in the North East of England in 

1961 and lived in Durham City, attending 

the Durham Chorister then the Newcastle 

Cathedral Schools and eventually moved 

to Weybridge, Surrey in 1980. I am mar-

ried with two children; Georgia aged 18 

who attended Charterhouse School and 

Cameron aged 20 who now works in the 

financial industry in London. I myself 

work full time in a business I set up ( Tri-

ple A Transport Services Ltd) in 1984  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

which specializes in Warehousing and 

Logistics and is based at the óPort of Til-

buryô on the river Thames to the east of the 

City of London. I am also MD of 

óLancaster Homes Ltdô, a development 

company specializing in building prestige 

homes in London and the Home Counties. 

Finally I am a registered bookmaker and 

have óon courseô pitches at most of the 

major racecourses in the South of England. 

In my spare time I play golf and tennis. 
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New Liveryman  

Richard Newbold 
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Court News 

From left PM Christopher Hayman, 

Mrs Maureen Byllam-Barnes,  

Hon. Treasurer Joe Byllam-Barnes & Master Julian Squire 

Joe Byllam-Bames became a Liveryman of the Upholders 

Company in 1984, having been introduced by Past Master 

Nevil le Hayman and seconded by Past Master Hugh Taylor. 

His two other Livery Companies are the Fletchers and Interna-

tional Bankers.  

Joe enjoyed a distinguished City career with Barc1ays Bank, 

which he joined in 1945, eventuall y rising to the position of 

Head Office Inspector.  

He retired in 1992 and spends his time at present as Secre-

tary of the City of London Branch (Royal Society of St. 

George), reading and studying theology, walking and sitting on 

a committee reconstructing the Brighton Atlantic Beach Head 

Locomotive in Sheffield Park. He would like to celebrate his 

90th birthday riding in a First Class carriage behind the loco-

motive, when it is finished - hopefully in 2016!!  

His great love is music (opera) Mozart, politics, current af-

fairs and travel. He is an Oblate of Quarr Abbey on the Isle Of 

Wight. As well as being a member of the Royal Society of St. 

George, Joe is a member of Castle Baynard Ward Club, Farring-

don Ward Club and Ward of Cheap Club and is a Past President 

of the latter two.  

Joe joined the Court of the Worshipful Company of Upholders 

in 1986. He set up the Warden to the Trade Committee and was 

elected Master in 1994. Of particular distinction during his term 

of office as Master was the granting of the Company's new Ar-

morial Bearings.  

In 1985 Joe assumed the position of Treasurer, a role that he 

has continued to develop over the past 25 years, until his retire-

ment today. The Company and Court is indebted to Joe for his 

enduring hard work and dedication to this task and to his wife 

Maureen for her support.  

The Court were delighted to appoint Michael Brecknell to suc-

ceed Joe Byllam-Barnes as  Honorary Treasurer.  On taking up 

this appointment Michael praised Joe for his diligence and lon-

gevity in the role.  Michael became a Freeman of the City in 

1982 and was made a Liveryman of the Insurers in January 1983.  

Sponsored by Ray Usher and Jack Ayerst he was clothed in the 

Upholdersô Livery at the January Court in 1985. In 2004-5 he had 

a most successful year as Master Upholder. A former member of 

the national youth swimming team, in 2009 he took part in the 

Surveyors Inter-livery Swimathon raising funds for our charities. 

Honorary Treasurer Retires 

J C F B Byllam-Barnes 

New Honorary Treasurer Appointed 

Michael Brecknell 

The Upholdersô Court have been privileged to hold their Audit 

Court meeting in the Aldermenôs  Courtroom in Guildhall in 

recent years. The picture alongside shows the Court with the 

Master in the chair. This was also the setting for the final fi-

nance committee meeting under the chairmanship of Joe Byl-

lam-Barnes, which preceded the meeting of the full Court. 

The Court usually dines without guests after this meeting but 

on this special occasion was joined by the Late Lord Mayor 

Ald. Ian Luder, The Chief Commoner Robin Sherlock, Mrs 

Maureen Byllam-Barnes and our Auditor Mr Mike Proctor. 

After the meal in the private dining room the Master spoke of  

the service Joe has given our Livery and also the City and pre-

sented him with an engraved decanter. 

Audit Court  

Meeting in Guildhall  


